State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 25-041

Judge:

Complainant:

ORDER
April 18, 2025

The Complainant alleged a superior court judge (now retired) failed to provide
her with appropriate medical treatment.

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear and
convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take
disciplinary action against a judicial officer.

The allegations of the complaint in this matter solely raised disagreements
with legal rulings. The Commission does not have jurisdiction to overturn, amend, or
remand a judicial officer’s legal rulings. “A good faith error of fact or law does not
violate this rule. However, a pattern of legal error or an intentional disregard of the
law may constitute misconduct.” See comment 3 to Rule 2.2 of the Code of Judicial
conduct. Any violation of the Code of Judicial Conduct must be proven by clear and
convincing evidence.

A mistake in a ruling does not automatically mean that the judicial officer has
engaged in judicial misconduct. Judicial officers are required to exercise their
discretion in making their decisions. Even if a judicial officer’s decision is legally or
factually incorrect, the ruling is generally considered to be “legal error” and not
“ethical misconduct” that the Commission can address. When a complaint to the
Commission solely relates to the correctness of a judicial officer’s legal decisions, the
Complainant is seeking the Commission to function in the capacity of an appellate
court. Correcting legal errors is the role of the appellate courts, not the Commission.

The Commission 1s a regulatory body with Ilimited jurisdiction. The
Commission is not a court, and as such, i1t does not have any authority to overturn a
judicial officer’s rulings, intervene in a case, assign a new judge to hear a case, or
award any monetary or other relief. The Commission process cannot be a substitute
for seeking appellate review.



The Commission reviewed all information submitted by the Complainant and
concluded there was not clear and convincing evidence of ethical misconduct in this

matter. The complaint is therefore dismissed pursuant to Commission Rules 16(a)
and 23(a).

A Duty Panel comprised of Commission members Denise K. Aguilar,

Colleen E. Concannon, and Joseph C. Kreamer considered this matter.

Copies of this order were distributed to all
appropriate persons on April 18, 2025.
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COMPLAINT AGAINST A JUDGE

Name: _| Judge’s Name: =

Instructions: Use this form or plgi) paper of the same size to file a complaint. Describe in your own
words what you believe the judge did that constitutes judicial misconduct. Be specific and list all of the
names, dates, times, and places that will help the commission understand your concerns. Additional
pages may be attached along with copies (not originals) of relevant court documents. Please complete one side
of the paper only, and keep a copy of the complaint for your records.
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Deed fraud in Arizona occurs when someone fraudulently forges a a Ség iare
homeowner's signature on a warranty deed and files it with the

county recorder, claiming the home is no longer in their name ' * .

This can have severe financial and legal consequences for the

rightful property owner ° .

Learn more:
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on JustAnswer
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Ask a Lawyer: Arizona Law | On-Demand Lawyers Answer ASAP
3zeacerad Get Your 1-on-1 Legal Consultation. Questions Answered Every 9 Second

Site visitors: Over 100K in the past month
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Troubleshooting Questions  Ask State Law Questions  Free Legal Advice  Pro Bono Lay »

® Arizona Attorney General
https://www.azag.gov» press-release» atto...

Attorney General's Office Warns AZ Homeowners ..

Since January of 2021, the Attorney General's Office (AGO) has received 65 complaints from
homeowriars, claiming their home was no longer in their name after semeone fraudulently forged
their signature on a warranty deed and filed ..,
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azcentral.com
https://www.azcentral.com> story » news » local » arizona» ...

Amid a rise in title theft, Maricopa County has a new alert system ...

How Does Title Theft Work? How Commion is Title Theft? Am ) atRi >

& house title signifies legal ownership of a property. By forging the deed to a home,
a fraudster can illegally transfer ownership of a home into their name and claim
they hold title to it. Then, they can sell the home and take the cash before the buyer
catches onto the scam. Or, they might take out loans against the property they wo...
See more on azcentral.com

Occupation: County Watchdog Reporter  Author: Sasha Hupka
Published: Jun 1, 2023

Arizona Legislature
o https://azleg.gov » ars
13-2310 - Fraudulent schemes and artifices; classification; definition
Fraudulent schemes and artifices; classification; definition. A. Any person who, pursuani to a
scheme or artfice to defraud, knowingly obtains any benefit by means of false or fraudulent ...

Ask A Lawyer
https://www.askalawyeroncall.com » 24-7-online » ask-a-lawyer ~

Get Legal Advice Help Online | Get Legal Aid Online Here

Spensered Expert legal advice on any topic, Ask our lawyers your questions and get the guidance.

Find the legal solution you nead, Ask our lawyers your legal questions today.

Experienced Attorneys - Convenient Online Access - Helped Over 8MM Worldwide \

Services: Bankruptcy Law, Corporate Law, Labor Law, Employment Disputes \ \
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Legal Advice for Seniors Get A Free Consultation
Tenant/Landlord Law Help Rental Laws for Tenants
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