
State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 24-408 

Judge: John F. Kelliher, Jr. 

Complainant:  Marilyn Wood 

ORDER 

The Complainant alleged a superior court judge was unprofessional and made 
dismissive comments in a family law matter. 

Cochise County Superior Court Judge John F. Kelliher, Jr., presided over a 
family law matter – In re the Matter of Joseph Axle Wood and Marilyn Sue Wood, 
Case No. DO202300607. At a hearing on September 27, 2024, the Complainant 
expressed her frustration with the proposed resolution regarding the division of her 
partner’s business. Judge Kelliher provided his “cowboy wisdom” regarding her 
feelings or emotions on the issue and made other comments regarding her position. 
The Commission considered these comments inappropriate, and the Commission 
found Judge Kelliher’s manner in addressing the Complainant to be condescending. 
This conduct is part of a continuing pattern of inappropriate and condescending 
comments in judicial proceedings which has resulted in prior public discipline. 

The Commission found such comments violated the following provisions of the 
Code of Judicial Conduct: 

Rule 1.2 which states:  “A judge shall act at all times in a manner that promotes 
public confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the judiciary, 
and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety.” 

Rule 2.3 (B) which states:  “A judge shall not, in the performance of judicial 
duties, by words or conduct manifest bias or prejudice, . . . including but not limited 
to bias, prejudice, or harassment based upon . . . sex, gender . . . ” 

Rule 2.8(B) which states:  “A judge shall be patient, dignified, and courteous to 
litigants, jurors, witnesses, lawyers, court staff, court officials, and others with whom 
the judge deals in an official capacity . . .” 

Accordingly, Judge John F. Kelliher, Jr., is hereby publicly reprimanded for 
the conduct described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The record in 
this case, consisting of the complaint, the judicial officer’s response, and this order 
shall be made public as required by Commission Rule 9(a).  
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Commission member Roger D. Barton did not participate in the consideration 
of this matter. 

Dated: June 9, 2025 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Christopher P. Staring     
Hon. Christopher P. Staring 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on June 9, 2025. 












