State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 24-212

Judge:

Complainant:

ORDER
September 10, 2024

The Complainant alleged a justice of the peace pro tem denied the
presentation of expert testimony and evidence and made improper rulings in a
small claims case.

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear and
convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take
disciplinary action against a judicial officer.

The Commission does not have jurisdiction to overturn, amend, or remand a
judicial officer’s legal rulings. The Commission reviewed all relevant available
information and concluded there was not clear and convincing evidence of ethical
misconduct in this matter. The complaint is therefore dismissed pursuant to
Commission Rules 16(a) and 23(a).

Commission members Roger D. Barton, Louis Frank Dominguez, and
Christopher P. Staring did not participate in the consideration of this matter.

Copies of this order were distributed to all
appropriate persons on September 10, 2024.
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COMPLAINT AGAINST A JUDGE

Name: Judge’s Name:

Instructions: Use this form or plain paper of the same size to file a complaint. Describe in your own
words what you believe the judge did that constitutes judicial misconduct. Be specific and list all of the
names, dates, times, and places that will help the commission understand your concerns. Additional
pages may be attached along with copies (not originals) of relevant court documents. Please complete one side
of the paper only, and keep a copy of the complaint for your records.

A judge is seated to form a fair and just opinion through carefully weighing "ALL THE EVIDENCE". As we

were sworn in and seated, stated that he ™ p
| had put together 4 pages of testimony and 12 evidentiary exhibits, demonstrating my side of the case,
that the vicious barking of the defendants dogs, raised the anxiety levels in my dog, causing another

{ also presented an expert, telephonically, that previously lived in and personally
observed my dogs reaction to defendants irresponsible behavior and the vicious barking of her dogs. My
iexpert has years veterinary experience and over  years experience as a registered nurse, cuirent,

(# expires: ). She volunteered at the while living here in

refused my experts testimony based on her not continuing her career in veterinary

medicine.
FACT: neighbor, used to take the same medication ( ), in the same
dosage as my dog. is now and has had to change her medication as her increased.
y exhibit #6, veterinarian graduate stated in her article,
didn't give any weight to the fact that | had taken my dog back to Doctor to re-evaluate

r medication requirements, that if not proactive, could result in the death of my dog. When | took my
og to Doctor she asked me the million dollar questions on what happened to cause the
ust as a doctor asks you, " ? felt that it was Doctor just
e-writing what | had conveyed and gave no weight to to her testimony. First of all, thank god the
edication was not increased. Second, is not a simple psychological disorder, as
elieves, but a neurologic medical condition effecting millions of people as well as pets to which, there

$ NO cure.













BAGE gt R aa -y allow most dogs with to resume normal lives.
.. . . .. ation schedule—by making sure medications are given on
. »d—is crucial to successfully managing —along

. ents may be necessary depending on the specific
“2n prescribed. Some dogs may require medication

- akthrough occur.
)S
What can trigger a dog's ?
Stress is the most reported trigger of. in pets. If you think you have

identified a possible trigger, discuss it and any possible alternative options to avoid it
with your veterinarian.

How long can dogs live with ?

dogs can live relatively normal lives and lifespans, provided their are
well controlled.

What age does start in dogs?
Dogs will typically have their first -between the ages of 6 months and 5 years.
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WRITTEN BY

Veronica Higgs, DVM

Veterinarian

Dr. Veronica Higgs is a 2010 graduate from Auburn University College of Veterinary
Medicine. She then completed a 1-year rotating...
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