
State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 23-508 

Judge: David Thorn 

Complainant:  William W. Pound 

ORDER 

The Complainant alleged improper legal rulings by a superior court judge 
hearing a probate case. 

Cochise County Superior Court Judge David Thorn improperly issued a civil 
arrest warrant against the complainant William Pound. Mr. Pound was never 
served in the underlying case. Mr. Pound was never notified of the time and date of 
a court hearing, or of any consequence for failing to appear.  

Mr. Pound was understood to be in possession of property belonging to the 
deceased woman with whom he had shared a residence. The personal 
representative of the decedent’s estate requested a court order directing Mr. Pound 
to provide access to the property. A hearing was held on June 7, 2023, regarding the 
personal representative’s request for an order. Mr. Pound was not served with 
notice of that hearing and did not appear in court. A new hearing date was set for 
July 25, 2023, for further consideration of the personal representative’s request for 
an order. Mr. Pound was not served with notice of the July 25, 2023, hearing. A 
minute entry was issued on July 19, 2023, and mailed to Mr. Pound’s address. 
However, the July 19, 2023, minute entry did not contain a date and time for the 
July 25, 2023, hearing or any information indicating Mr. Pound was expected to 
appear in court. The July 19, 2023, minute entry also did not explain the 
consequences should Mr. Pound fail to appear.   

At the hearing on July 25, 2023, Judge Thorn asked the personal 
representative whether Mr. Pound had been served with notice of the hearing. The 
personal representative replied, “No.” Despite the personal representative’s 
statement, Judge Thorn issued a civil arrest warrant for Mr. Pound and found him 
in contempt for failing to appear. Mr. Pound was subsequently arrested on the civil 
arrest warrant on August 3, 2023.   

The Commission found that Judge Thorn’s conduct violated the following 
provisions of the Code of Judicial Conduct: 
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• Rule 1.2 (Promoting Confidence in the Judiciary), which states, “A 
judge shall act at all times in a manner that promotes public 
confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the 
judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of 
impropriety.” 

• Rule 2.5(A) (Competence, Diligence, and Cooperation), which states, 
“A judge shall perform judicial and administrative duties 
competently, diligently, and promptly.” 

• Rule 2.6(A) (Ensuring the Right to Be Heard), which states, “A 
judge shall accord to every person who has a legal interest in a 
proceeding, or that person’s lawyer, the right to be heard according 
to law.”  

Accordingly, Cochise County Superior Court Judge David Thorn is hereby 
publicly reprimanded for the conduct described above and pursuant to Commission 
Rule 17(a). The record in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judicial officer’s 
response, and this order shall be made public as required by Commission Rule 9(a).  

Dated: May 29, 2024 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Christopher P. Staring     
Hon. Christopher P. Staring 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on May 29, 2024. 


























