State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 20-349

Judge:

Complainant:

ORDER
March 4, 2021

The Complainant alleged a superior court judge had a conflict of interest in
handling his divorce case.

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear
and convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take
disciplinary action against a judicial officer.

The Commission does not have jurisdiction to overturn, amend, or remand a
judicial officer’s legal rulings. The Commission reviewed all relevant available
information and concluded there was not clear and convincing evidence of ethical
misconduct in this matter. The complaint is therefore dismissed pursuant to
Commission Rules 16(a) and 23(a).

Commission members Joseph C. Kreamer and J. Tyrrell Taber did not
participate in the consideration of this matter.

Copies of this order were distributed to all
appropriate persons on March 4, 2021.



CONFIDENTIAL FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Arizona Commission on Judicial Conduct
1501 W. Washington Street, Suite 229
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COMPLAINT AGAINST A JUDGE

Name: Judge’s Name:

Instruetions: Use this form oy plain paper of the same size to file a complaint. Describe in vour own
words what you believe the Judge did that constitutes judicial misconduct, Be specific and list all of the
names, dates, times, and places that will help the commission understand your concerns. Additional pages may
be attached along with copies (not originals) of relevant court documents. Please complete one side of the paper
only, and keep a copy of the compiaint for your records.

COMPLAINT - Violation of conflict of interest under AR.S. §§ 38-501 to -511 as listed in Chapter 8:
Conflict of Interest in the Arizona Attorney General Agency Handbook. and
are married and have a pecuniary, financial, personal, and professional relationship creating bias.

(13 - Judae sians a Financial Disclosure Statement in the
statina: "
" Within the Statement, Judge lists * (aka
) “under NAME OF PUBLIC OFFICER OR MEMBER OF HOUSEHOLD OWNING
THE BUSINESS. The NAME AND ADDRESS OF BUSINESS is"

". Both " "ang " Doxes are checked under the box
heading: CHECK THE APPROPRIATE BOX IF THE BUSINESS IS "CONTROLLED"BY OR "
DEPENDENT" ON YOU OR A MEMBER OF YOUR HOUSEHOLD on pace 9 of Judae
Financial Disclosure Statement. Additional references linking Judge and
pecuniary, financial, personal, and in self-dealing interests are throughout the document.

(2) - - { t company "
' reoresents the City of in Case No.
. charges Defendant, with a violation of A.R.S, 13-2904(A)(2) - Disorderly
Conduct - Unreasonable Noise from a incident.

(3) - serves the City of with a NOTICE OF CLAIM for

(4) - Judge delivers the DECREE OF DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE nlearly skewed
against Defendant, for Plaintiff, who used case to
discredit Defendant stating: Page 4: point 11 - Fatner pied auilt to ARS 13-2904.A2, Disorderly Conduct
{unreasonable noise) as a result of the incident in / Page 4: There are allegations of domestic
violence/neglect. Mother further asserts... Father... put {son) in a chokehold / Mother also asserts Father
would make the children throw up. Page &: has alleged that has
committed domestic viclence. / Page 6: has alleged that the other party has abused
drugs or alcohoi or was convicted of the offense. / Page 4: It is concerning that Father accepts no
responsibility for any wrongdoina / Neither party Intentionally misied the court, / Page 12: Father was a
stay at home dad for the last / is entitled to an award of spousal maintenance /
Page 14: shall pay spousal maintenance /$  per for /
Page 20: THE COURT FINDS that there is substantial disparity of financial resources between tne
parties. Because of the disparity has considerably more resources available to
contribute toward attorney fees and costs, / THE COURT FURTHER FINDS that

and did not act unreasonably in litigation. THE COURT FURTHER
FINDS that neither nar knowingly presented a false claim, knowingly
accused the other parent ot making a false claim... such that an award of an attornev fees and costs is
appropriate / IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED denying and request for
attorney fees and costs. Signed and dated by Judge on
















THE COMMISSION’S POLICY IS
TO POST ONLY THE FIRST FIVE
PAGES OF ANY DISMISSED
COMPLAINT ON ITS WEBSITE.

FOR ACCESS TO THE
REMAINDER OF THE
COMPLAINT IN THIS MATTER,
PLEASE MAKE YOUR REQUEST
IN WRITING TO THE
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL
CONDUCT AND REFERENCE
THE COMMISSION CASE
NUMBER IN YOUR REQUEST.





