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State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 

Disposition of Complaint 19-192 

Judge: Andi Paus 

Complainant:  Patricia J. Mickle 

 

ORDER 

The complainant alleged a superior court special master was biased against 
her, engaged in nepotism, and made improper findings in a family law matter.   

Andi Paus was appointed as a special master for the purposes of dividing the 
personal property of the parties in a divorce proceeding.  Due to the conflict between 
the parties a “supervisor” or “third party neutral” was needed to accompany the 
parties to the residences for the purposes of making an inventory of the property.  
Neither party would agree to the other’s proposed third party, and Special Master 
Paus proposed using S.N. as the third party neutral.  However, she failed to disclose 
to the parties that S.N. was her significant other and domestic partner.  S.N. was 
paid $50.00 per hour for his services.   

The Commission found that Special Master Paus’ conduct violated the 
following provisions of the Code of Judicial Conduct: 

Rule 1.2, which states, “a judge shall act at all times in a manner that 
promotes public confidence in the independence, integrity, and impartiality of the 
judiciary, and shall avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety.” 

Rule 2.13(A)(2), which states, “In making administrative appointments, a 
judge shall avoid nepotism, favoritism, and unnecessary appointments.” 

 The Commission found no clear and convincing evidence to support the 
remaining allegations of the complaint.  

Accordingly, Special Master Andi Paus is hereby publicly reprimanded for 
her conduct as described above and pursuant to Commission Rule 17(a). The record 
in this case, consisting of the complaint, the judicial officer’s response, and this 
order shall be made public as required by Commission Rule 9(a).  
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Commission members Barbara Brown and George H. Foster, Jr., did not 
participate in the consideration of this matter. 

Dated: November 8, 2019 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez    
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on November 8, 2019. 



State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 19-192 

Judge:  
Complainant:  

ORDER 

November 8, 2019 

The Complainant alleged a superior court judge improperly adopted the 
findings of superior court special master. 

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine 
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of 
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution.  There must be clear 
and convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take 
disciplinary action against a judicial officer. 

The Commission does not have jurisdiction to overturn, amend, or remand a 
judicial officer’s legal rulings.  The Commission reviewed all relevant available 
information and concluded there was not clear and convincing evidence of ethical 
misconduct in this matter.  The complaint is therefore dismissed pursuant to 
Commission Rules 16(a) and 23(a). 

Commission members Barbara Brown, Louis Frank Dominguez, and George 
H. Foster, Jr., did not participate in the consideration of this matter. 
 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on November 8, 2019. 
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