State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaints 16-168 and 16-260

Judge:

Complainants:

ORDER

Two complainants filed complaints with nearly identical allegations that a
justice of the peace had business interests that interfered with his judicial duties
and created disqualification issues. Additionally, the complainants alleged the
justice of the peace improperly used court staff for campaign purposes and
attempted to bribe one of his opponents into withdrawing from the judicial race.

The responsibility of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially
determine if the judge engaged in conduct that violated the provisions of Article 6.1
of the Arizona Constitution or the Code of Judicial Conduct and, if so, to take
appropriate disciplinary action. The purpose and authority of the commission is
limited to this mission.

After review, the commission found no evidence of ethical misconduct and
concluded that the judge did not violate the Code in this case. The commission
approved sending the judge an advisory letter that any educational materials not
violate Rule 1.3 of the Code (Avoiding Abuse of the Prestige of Judicial Office), and
that he disclose pertinent information about his business ownership to litigants who
may come before him on cases involving issues similar to his businesses. The
complaints are dismissed pursuant to Rules 16(b) and 23(a).

Commission members Anna Mary Glaab and Art Hinshaw did not participate
in the consideration of this matter.

Dated: November 14, 2016
FOR THE COMMISSION

/s/ Louis Frank Dominguez
Hon. Louis Frank Dominguez
Commission Chair

Copies of this order were mailed to the complainants and
the judge on November 14, 2016.

This order may not be used as a basis for disqualification of a judge.











